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THE FIFTH MISSION OF THE CHURCH
Is to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the
earth;
Last summer Ann and I bought our very first caravan (much to the amusement of our
children) and began exploring Scotland at a slower pace than usual!), with our second
adventure taking us up to the Findhorn campsite on the Moray Firth. It adjoins the
Findhorn Foundation, charity registered in 1972, which boasts its own eco village. I know
that in the seventies, I smirked at these hippy tree huggers with their sandals and
vegetarian lifestyle. And now, most of their environmental beliefs are mainstream. Maybe
not the sandals. Definitely not with socks. How times move on.
The focus of this issue is predominantly on the environment and the movement by the
Church of Scotland, and churches beyond, to recognise how critical the physical survival
of our planet is becoming, and that action is needed by us all, as individuals and as
nations.
The Church of Scotland has its own initiative underway in the “Eco-Church”.
https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org
There is also a wealth of resources produced by Tearfund.
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/climate-campaign
Expect to hear more about these exciting and relevant developments during upcoming
services and other church activities. The children of 10:10 have already begun with the
recycling of ‘soft plastics’ - polythene wrappers, crisp packets and biscuit wrappers ,
while the Mission Team held a Beach Clean on April 2. See page 8. On his recent visit to
Angus, Moderator Lord Jim Wallace visited the Seagreen HQ at the Old Pier to hear
about the exciting new offshore Wind Farm development, with its production of
renewable energy.
And of course environmental concerns must be in the forefront as the Presbytery teams
meet to discuss the future of our buildings. Hard work and hard choices ahead.
Douglas Craig

THE PEOPLE OF GOD AND CREATION
Climate change is with us whether we acknowledge it or not. We have always had
extreme weather events but as the surface of the earth warms up, those events are
becoming more frequent and more extreme. In these northern parts we might not be so
aware of the change around us - milder winters are in evidence and perhaps wetter
summers. For those in the equatorial regions of the world the changes are now and are
real. The rains they require to plant their crops don’t come and the dry spells are longer.
The hungry season, as it is known in Malawi, with subsistence farmers eking out the last of
the previous year’s crop, stretches out and the hope for a good harvest withers.
If we do not halt climate change now the world’s equatorial regions face being turned
into desert and the temperate zones into the tropics. Sea level rises due to melting ice
caps will see low lying island communities disappear and coastal towns flooded. Much of
Montrose is not more than 5 metres above sea level - the golf course and Broomfield links
are just on the 5 metre line. If the sea breaks through the dunes what is to stop it marching
in land? While we might be less aware of changing weather patterns, climate change is
nevertheless on our doorstep!
The biologist in me has always considered the natural world with awe and wonder. From
the grandeur of the landscape to the intimate details of flowers and the processes that
make our living bodies work.
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Watching the sunrise or feeling the warmth of the sun on my face, I agree wholeheartedly
with the Psalmist when he writes “the heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of his hands” Psalm 19:1
But what about the church at large? What might be its position on the natural
environment and climate change?
For too long perhaps the Church’s attitude was shaped by Genesis 1:28 “God blessed
them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that
moves on the ground.’” By that reading mankind was to subdue and rule the earth and
by inference, all the resources of the natural world were at our disposal. Perhaps a
reasonable assumption when the resources were abundant and our ability to plunder
them restricted. The dawn of the industrial revolution changed all that and today the
oceans are overfished, there is increasing insufficient land to grow food, the exploitation
of fossil fuels has led to the emission of carbon dioxide and the subsequent warming of
the planet. It also conveniently ignores Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” While the resources of the
natural world may be at our disposal they come with a duty of care. We are to look after
not just the land we utilise to grow food but all of creation.
We now have the knowledge that the resources of this planet are limited and that the
unbridled exploitation of them adversely affects people around the world. The effects
may be local pollution or the effects may be global. The clearing of the Amazonian rain
forest to make way for cattle ranches may make a profit for a few but it adversely effects
all of us as the green lungs of the planet are devastated. With that knowledge the
attitude of the church has changed to one where we acknowledge our duty of care to
this planet we inhabit in all its diversity.
What can we do? Aren’t the challenges of climate change beyond the scope of
individuals? Yes, the big changes that are needed have to come through governments legislation, infrastructure and more. But we have a voice and we can use that voice to
keep the pressure on those in power to make those changes. We also have a personal
responsibility, it is not all up to those who have the power to bring change. How we shop,
travel, recycle and use (or save) energy can all have an impact on climate. You may be
just one cog in a wheel but you are one vital cog and your contribution will make a
difference. Each and everyone of us has a duty of care towards this planet of ours,
locally, nationally and globally.
Geoff Redmayne

FOSSIL FUELS DISINVESTMENT
A welcome step by the Church?
The 2021 General Assembly welcomed the fact that the Church no longer holds
investments in oil and gas companies. During the debate on the report into the Faith
Impact Forum, the Assembly also gave thanks for the ‘passion of the young people’ in the
Church who have campaigned for disinvestment from fossil fuels, and welcomed the
agreement that ‘in principle’ no future investments would be held in fossil fuels companies
unless those companies’ strategies align with efforts to keep global heating below 1.5C
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THE MODERATOR AT MS&F
Lord and Lady Wallace spent a morning with MS&F when they took part in the regular
Concert of Prayer. With a good number of the congregation and some visitors, they
joined in the programme of worship and prayer. There was prayer altogether, individual
prayer and prayer in small groups - for individuals, for the community and for Ukraine.
The time of prayer for Ukraine was particularly relevant for the Moderator. He had
decided to finish off his year in office with a visit to
Hungary, to bring greetings and encouragement
from the Church of Scotland to a sister church in the
front line of the refugee crisis there, before going to
Ukraine to fact-find to see what could be done to
provide support and encouragement to that
country in its dire plight.
At the end, Lord Wallace spoke, thanking everyone
for their welcome. He picked up on a verse from the
opening reading: Ephesians 3 v 20
Presenting a plaque to Alan- souvenir of
the Moderator’s visit.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us,

Finally, he encouraged everyone to believe that God will do great things, and urged us to
play our part by doing the asking.
Alan Fraser.

THE MODERATOR AT SEAGREEN HEADQUARTERS
On Monday 9 May, the Moderator, Lord Jim Wallace and his wife Rosie, along with Geoff,
Alan Fraser and Alison Duncan paid a visit to the new operations centre for SSE’s
‘Seagreen’ Offshore Wind Farm Development. It is situated on the south side of Montrose
harbour beside the Old Pier, and is now the control centre for a massive new wind farm
site situated 27 km directly east of Montrose.
They were shown round this state of the art facility by Operations manager Robert Fraser.
Seagreen is one of the largest private investments in Scottish Infrastructure in recent years
and is being developed as a joint venture by SSE Renewables and TotalEnergies.
There will be 150 turbines, sited 27 km offshore, with 114 connecting into Tealing, and the
other 36 to Cockenzie on the Firth of Forth.
The value of this work is estimated to be £3 billion and will bring obvious benefits to
Montrose Port and the local economy.
The new Danish-built fast catamaran transfer boats have already become a familiar sight
to walkers on both sides of the river.
Our party were then shown round the Port Operations room by Harbour Trust CEO Tom
Hutchison.
This visit was a clear indication of the importance the Church of Scotland is laying on
renewable energy for the future.
Douglas Craig
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VISIT BY MODERATOR TO THE SEAGREEN BUILDING IN FERRYDEN

MS&F Party with Robert Fraser of SSE Seagreen

Seagreen Alpha

Moderator presenting Robert Fraser with
Commemorative plaque of visit

Harbour Trust CEO -Tom Hutchison
Briefing the Moderator on workings of Montrose Port

5

6

Quite a number of you will have heard about Dr Irina and her support and respite ministry
to (mainly) elderly and disabled people.
Of course, this ministry has been interrupted by the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Irina had been caring for a unit of soldiers who had
been sleeping out in the open. She allowed these
young soldiers to live in the Mercy House, cooking for
them and supporting them. Russian soldiers
advanced towards Gogolev on two sides and were
only 7km and 3km away at one point. It was a tense
time. The soldiers were then sent to the frontline and
Irina wanted to go with them (having trained in the
military). However, they refused to take her as it was
too dangerous and Irina’s pastor came and
evacuated her and her family to Kremenets in the
western part of Ukraine.
During her time in Kremenets, Irina has been giving
medical support and eye clinic services to displaced
people of all ages.
During the time when the Mercy House was empty it
was broken into by strangers. Thank God the damage
was not too bad although Irina will have to get repairs carried out. Meanwhile Ivan her
husband has moved in to be caretaker. Irina managed to get a worker to plant out crops
in their very large garden at the Mercy House. This kitchen garden produces a large
harvest and provides vegetables and fruit
especially for the winter months.
Irina has decided to come home to
Gogolev and by the time you read this
article she should be back.
Irina was overworked and tired but she
says ‘I have had a rest in Kremenets and
regained my strength and I am full of
hope’
She will resume her usual ministry of elderly
support and mobile clinics as soon as she is
able.
Thank God for our intrepid Dr Irina, a
doctor with a generous heart and a big
vision.
Our Mercy Lady, Nelya who had to leave the devastation of Bucha
will continue to work with elderly people in Kalenkci as a cook until
her family decides to come back to Bucha.
Please pray for the people and country of Ukraine.

Nataliya Smirnova on Unsplash

Jean Rose

FERRYDEN BEACH CLEAN
The idea of a beach clean was first mentioned at a Mission team meeting when we were
considering what we could do to involve ourselves more in our community. We were
looking for a family activity which was beneficial to our local environment, inherently
engaging, relevant to the community and within our capabilities to deliver.
The
community beach clean seemed to tick all these boxes! The date was chosen as the
next Saturday morning which coincided with low tide and was suitable for most team
members. KS approved and the preparations began.
First, there was some communication with the Waste Management Department of Angus
Council to arrange the loan of some packs. Then we turned our attention to publicity.
The Communications Group came up with an eye-catching flyer which was put onto the
Church Facebook page and was immediately liked and shared quite extensively. This
resulted in an approach by Angus Clean Environments who happened to be arranging
the Big Angus Beach Clean that very weekend. Coincidence? I found their support and
advice very helpful. Montrose South and Ferryden Church is now a part of this group with
our logo displayed along with their other supporters. We are the first church to do this.
Some copies of the flyer were also made to put on display and to hand out to the 10:10
youngsters.
Next, a risk assessment was completed using a template I found. There was some
amusement at the inclusion of unexploded ordnance as a possible hazard. Thankfully,
none was found. (Though not Jamie’s experience in Security with GSK! -Ed.)
On 2 April, at 9:30 a.m. twenty of us met at the pier at Ferryden to carry out the litter pick
along Ferryden beach. There were seven youngsters from 10:10, along with their parents.
Most of the other participants were members of the church.
The time was chosen to
coincide with low tide.
After a short briefing the party split into two groups. One stayed near the pier area where
it had been reported there was lots of broken glass. The other group drove along to the
beach car park and started working there.
The beach was fairly clean and around 3 to 4 bags of rubbish was collected. The debris
included a wide range of items. Most common was cigarette ends [60]. Plastic bottles
and drinks cans were the next most common find and a few polystyrene food containers
were found. More unusual items included a broken up, plastic window box and a ball
launcher toy for dogs which had got launched itself!
The party which stayed near the pier filled two biscuit tins with broken glass but did not
succeed in removing it all.
After approximately an hour and a half we went back to the church hall for chat over
coffee and bacon rolls enjoyed in the sunshine. Our thanks go to the Nurture team for
these welcome refreshments. Everyone enjoyed the experience as it gave us a positive
feeling that we were doing something good for our local environment whilst, at the same
time, having a nice social time. It is intended to repeat the beach clean in September to
tie in with the next Big Angus Beach Clean.
Alison Duncan

Pictures on opposite page
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AMBER - GOLD STAR DOG
I must tell you of the amazing thing which happened to Amber and me, when we were
out on Monday.
After going to the dentist, we walked uptown and
popped into Greggs for a cuppa. While fishing for
change, I accidentally dropped a 20p piece while at
the counter. As I had no idea where it was, I asked the
shop assistant to put the coin in the shop's charity box, if
she came across it.
On leaving the shop, I walked to the set of lights,
crossed the road, then crossing two side roads before
reaching the pet shop. We went in. There was a
customer looking around, so the lady in the shop asked
what I wanted.
Then she said to me:"Binnie, did you know that Amber has a 20p piece sitting
on her back, just above her har ness?" I was
flabbergasted, to say the least! It is amazing that it
never fell off. I asked the shop assistant to put it into her
charity box. She has one for Guide Dogs. If someone
had told me that this had happened to them, I don't
think I would have believed it! I didn't know Guide Dogs
were trained to look after your money as well! How
amazing is that! Truth is stranger than fiction!
Binnie Taylor
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SERENDIPITY
I had a chance encounter in the Philos Hub a week or so ago which allowed me the

opportunity to sit down with Shona Barakat, in between her plate juggling act as she fulfils
her roles as mother of 4 schoolchildren AND Montrose Youth Worker for the Montrose
Parish cluster. (Hillside, Old & St.Andrews and MS&F if you prefer to avoid acronyms.
MyPlay Groups
Since taking up her post in August 2021,, Shona has set up the MyPlay mother-toddler
groups, catering for toddlers in the 0-3+ age range, initially on Mondays in the Ferryden
Church Hall, with 14 families ‘on the books’ and about 10 children each week. This has
been followed by a similar group meeting in the Philos Hub, with 7 families and an
average of 4 children meeting on a Thursday morning.
On the previous, May 16th, the group had been visited by Gail Penman, a counselling
specialist, whose offer of support was greatly appreciated by the mothers.
Although the need was assumed to be limited to Montrose and Ferryden, it extends much
further with parents even bringing their children from St. Cyrus and Imverkeillor.
Shona has been encouraged by the fact that parents especially like the welcoming,
inclusive atmosphere of the group, and the fact that it is run by the church, which
seemingly avoids the inevitable cliques of parent run group.
Although Shona is always looking for more volunteers, she would also appreciate input
from the less agile members of the church. If you thought that having a hip or knee
replacement precluded helping out, you are wrong. She would like to have supporters
who can write notes of encouragement to parents and birthday cards to the children
with possibly even flowers on special occasions.
Chat and Play
Every Wednesday lunchtime at Lochside School, Shona meets the children in the
playground for chat and play – which can include using Lego, Playdoh, making paper
aeroplanes and creating amazing things from pipe cleaners and wooden spoons.
So, pipe cleaners still live? Who would have believed it?
The children love it, and were up in arms recently when Shona was delayed for a few
minutes at a staff meeting. She regrets that this is just children and not families but hoped
that children would recognise her at her stand at the Jubilee Gala Day in the Mid-Links
and bring their folks over to say hello.
Ukrainian Support group.
Recently set up by MYPlace and volunteers from different churches across Montrose and
meeting on Fridays, in Old & St. Andrew’s Church Hall, this provides a safe space for
traumatised refugees from war-torn Ukraine, with supportive talk and food. It is now being
considered by Angus Council as the model for refugee support across the county and
Shona is being asked to meet with others who are planning to set up similar support
groups.
Although not many folks are attending, currently there are 54 Ukrainian refugees known
about in Angus, though we apparently also host a less visible group of 50 Syrians and 20
Afghanis.
Shona is also working with a couple of unaccompanied Arabic speaking minors, who
have been placed in Angus, helping them to obtain a level of English to allow them to
access education. Fortunately, Shona also has 22 years of teaching English as a second
language, as well as being a fluent Arabic speaker.
LEGO Club
This is a proposal for the summer holidays for age 6 – 13, with two groups planned – 10-12
am and 12 – 2pm, with a 30-minute overlap for snacks. Some funding is currently
available, but more would be appreciated. (For more information see P.12)
At that point Shona left to do more ‘stuff’ and I retired home for a cup of soothing
Camomile tea, to help ease my feelings of male inadequacy. As they say, women really
do multi-task.
Douglas Craig
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BOOKS 2 AFRICA
The sun shone on the green sward of grass beside the Ferryden Church Hall on Thursday 9
June when the 10:10 Club held their latest open event - an outdoor book fair to support
the work of Books2Africa. This is a charity which was established in 2012 by four African
students from the same family who came to study in the UK. Their mission is to promote a
culture of 'readcycling' books and learning materials and as a
result to improve the quality of education in Africa. Their aim is to
send 1 million books per year to schools, colleges and libraries all
over the African continent.
There was a real buzz about the place with a good number of
church friends and families attending and this attracted passersby to look in and join the throng. Thankfully the two gazebos
provided for shelter were not needed.
Books were sold by the young people of the 10:10 Club (some of
whom had fairly impressive sales skills!) and Fairtrade refreshments were served by Edith
Fraser and Anne Tulley. The outdoor area made the perfect venue with an excellent
surface underfoot thanks to Pete for his efforts of adding a layer of 5 tons of sand spread
beneath the artificial grass.
A total of £205 was raised from the book sales and donations. This money will cover the
cost of shipping the books to the depot in Canterbury and also a generous donation to
their work.
Many thanks to all those who supported the event in any way, for more information see
books2africa.org.

Meg Cowan
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SUMMER CHURCH ACTIVITIES
FERRYDEN CHURCH HALL
CRAFT N’CAFE

Closed during Summer Holidays - opening mid September

10:10 CLUB

Closed during Summer School Holidays.

MYPLAY

Closed during School Summer Holidays
PHILOS COMMUNITY HUB

FOODBANK
Sad to see the closure of Montrose Foodbank on 3 June. Grateful thanks to Grace
Linton and her volunteers both from MS&F and afield for the years spent helping their
needy clients.
OASIS CAFE will be stopping for their usual summer break. Hopefully MCT will be able to
find a suitable successor by October for Elizabeth Anderson who is finally standing
down for very well deserved retirement.
PHILOS CAFE

TBC

MYPLAY

Closed during School Summer Holidays

Shona will be running a LEGO Club during
the last week in July and rst week in
August
Name and venue to be nalised, with Flyers
hopefully coming out soon.
Full details will appear on MS&F Facebook
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