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CHRISTMAS PRESENCE
“Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat, please put a penny in the old man’s
hat.” So goes the first couple of lines of the Christmas nursery rhyme. And yes, Christmas
is coming, and the 25th of December is just around the corner.
Turkey is perhaps the more traditional fare rather than goose these days, but I am sure
there is still an old man (or perhaps not so old) or two who would appreciate a penny in
their hat!
The lights are shining bright in the High Street, the shop windows are being decorated
and the adverts have been on the telly for a wee while now. These seem to major on
food and drink. It would seem that Christmas is eating, drinking and giving the odd
present or two! I am not knocking celebrating at Christmas - I look forward to a good
Christmas dinner as much as the next person - but I have to wonder if, in what we have
made Christmas, that we have lost sight of what it is really all about. As we go into
present buying, card sending and partying mode, have we lost the awe and wonder of
the incarnation?
Just this week a series of happy coincidences have left me struck at just how
extravagant God is in his outpouring of love, grace and mercy on each and everyone of
us. I have been slowly reading Steve Aisthorpe’s book “Rewilding the Church” and in
particular a chapter titled “Identity: Who do you think you are?”. The subtitle quotes 1
Corinthians 12:27 from The Message “You are Christ’s body - that’s who you are! You must
never forget this” and basically sets the theme for the rest of the chapter. He speaks of
the extravagant language the New Testament writers use to speak of the benefits we
have as believers of being “in Christ”. And he is right. They struggle for adjectives big
enough to describe the benefits of our union in Christ.
In one paragraph alone he writes “Just for starters, your are God’s beloved child, a friend
of Jesus Christ, justified, united with the Lord, bought at a price, a member of Christ’s
body, chosen, adopted, redeemed, forgiven; you have direct access to the throne of
grace, you are free from condemnation and you cannot be separated from God’s love;
God will complete the good work he started in you because you are a citizen of
heaven; you are a branch of Jesus Christ, the true vine, and a channel of his life, chosen
to bear fruit; you are God’s temple, an ambassador of the King of Kings and so, so much
more.” Is this how you see yourself? Perhaps read the list again for this is how Scripture
describes you and the attributes you have in Christ.
The real story of Christmas is the birth of Jesus, the seed that would allow all of this to
come to fruition through his death, resurrection and ascension. Perhaps the place to
start is the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” Matthew in his
nativity narrative provides the translation of Immanuel for us -“God with us”. John’s
Gospel contains no nativity scene but his prologue in chapter 1 tells us “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (v1) and “The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (v14).
As Michael Card so eloquently puts it “John tells us that God has spoken a powerful
word of recreation, of salvation, and so the Incarnation happens - a Word spoken and
done, pronounced in syllables of flesh.” (In The Parable of Joy).
This Advent and Christmas tide, perhaps ponder and hang on to the fact of Immanuel God with us, God with you. The Christmas present which is His Christmas presence.
May all of the blessings of the season of Christmas be with you and yours.
Geoff Redmayne
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CHRISTMAS IN LEBANON
Nour ran impatiently up and down the balcony stopping at each end to look down the
street watching for her father’s car to turn in to their apartment parking lot. It was the
24th of December, Lilet el Milad (the night of Christmas) and Mum had arrived home from
work a couple of hours ago and the family bags were packed ready to go to the village.
It was dark when Nour finally heard the horn of her dad’s car and rushed downstairs with
her younger brother, Elias, impatient to get on their way. Nour didn’t want to miss the
service at the village church because last year the priest had handed out chocolates to
all the children present but their maid, Abi, seemed to be taking forever to bring all the
bags down to the car.
Finally, the car was loaded with all the bags Mum and
Abi had packed and off they set through the streets of
Ashrafieh with its twinkling lights that announced the
Christmas season. Fifteen minutes later the streets turned
dark; no stars, bells or Baba Noel (Santa Claus) could be
seen on the streets or in the shop windows. Nour was
shocked and asked why there were no lights.

at a different time of the year.

Her mother’s reply confused her more. ‘Daheya’ didn’t
mean anything until her father explained that Christians
like Nour’s family lived in Ashrafieh in Beirut but Muslims,
who don’t celebrate Christmas live in Daheya. Because
they don’t celebrate Christmas, they don’t put lights up
but Dad told her that they will put lights up for their feasts

After a journey of 2 hours, with Dad complaining about the traffic, Nour got to jump out
of the car at Teta’s (grandmother’s) house. She always loved the smell of the wood fires
burning and the fresh cold of snow with the twinkling stars above. Teta was just about to
go to celebrate Mass at the village church so Nour tagged along. She was wanting to
see the nativity scene set up in the church and pat her great-uncle’s donkey, who was
sure to be there. At the end of Mass, during which she struggled to sit still since she really
didn’t understand the language that the priest was using, she was excited to get
decorated chocolates from the village priest. Nour quickly ate them as she knew that if
she didn’t, her cousins or brother would do so when she got home.
On returning to Teta’s house, Nour joined her cousins
as they discussed the nativity scenes each family had
set up under their trees in Beirut. But none of the
scenes sounded as amazing as Teta’s, which seemed
to take up half the living room with different levels and
animals in it. Teta’s tree was picture perfect with red
and gold ornaments. Nour remembered that last year
it had been silver and purple ornaments that Teta had
had on her tree. Teta loved to change the ornaments
every year but the nativity scene was always the
same; a stable and shepherds in the fields with camels
and wise men coming from afar. Teta also always
grew seedlings of lentils and wheat, Nour was not sure
why, but she remembered that Mum had said
something about them being a reminder that baby
Jesus came to give new life. Nour wasn’t really sure
just what that meant but she assumed that she would
figure it out once she was Teta’s age.
Shona Barakat - Montrose Youth Worker
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GOOD NEWS FOR OUR FINANCES
As you may be aware, we have now spent a lot of money on improvements to the Philos
Hub in Castle Street. This money has been well spent upgrading our facilities to better
equip us both for our own purposes and also to help our community with the Philos Café
and the Montrose Churches Together Oasis Café, but some more work is still in the
pipeline.
Since these improvements are aimed at both local mission and outreach, Angus
Presbytery have awarded us a reduction of £16,000 in what we regularly pay towards
Ministry & Mission (M&M) through the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh.
As a consequence of reduced income nationally arising from the effects of Covid and
lockdown and church closures, the Church of Scotland introduced a National Giving Day
scheme whereby funds could be raised
either for further mission or specifically for
individual churches. After a lot of thought
and prayer, we decided to go ahead with
this scheme by inviting members to come
along to the Philos Hub to see the new
resources for themselves and allowing an
opportunity for donations to be given to
the church. The generosity of those who
donated was simply wonderful and a total
of £17,605 was given. Yes, £17,605. That is
not a typing error! The vast majority of the
donations are to be Gift Aided so the final
total will be over £20,000! (By a special
dispensation under the Giving Day arrangements, the monies raised will not be included
in our yearly income figure which is used to calculate how much our M&M allocation will
be for 2022.)
Both Good News and an answer to prayer.

Allan Duncan

Christmas is a time to celebrate,
to have fun and to be filled with
joy... true, but it also has its
poignant moments. The first
Christmas (and often many
after that) after the loss of loved
ones is difficult. And let’s be
honest, these last two years
have been extremely difficult
and those losses even more
poignant. Our "Light in the
Darkness" service is for those
who have experienced loss in
recent years as well as in the
past. That loss may be the
death of someone close, or the
loss may be measured in other
terms. This quiet reflective service
will offer a space to remember and to ponder and to reflect in the hope we have
because of Christ's birth.
Geoff Redmayne
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WHAT ARE MESSY BAGS?
What are Messy Bags? This question has been asked a lot around MS&F Church in the
past 15 months. Most people will have heard of Messy Church where whole families come
along to church together, get their sleeves rolled up and aprons on and get stuck into all
kinds of fun activities. These activities can be noisy and messy and are designed to keep
the squirmers and wrigglers busy and happy. They are all based around a Bible theme
and include song, celebration and eating together. It is not church for children but for all
ages; an example of intergenerational worship.
When the country went into lockdown last year during the Covid pandemic parents
suddenly found themselves working from home and, at the same time, caring for,
educating and entertaining their children. This was all within the confines of their own
homes. It turned into a very stressful time for many families who lacked the space and the
resources which are available in schools. In addition, there was no church and no Sunday
School to go to. People from the churches began to think about how they could fill this
gap and the idea of putting Messy Church into a bag and delivering it on doorsteps
came about.
Becky Read, the former youth worker worked with the Messy Church team at Old and St
Andrew’s Church to produce the first bags and they kindly offered to include MS&F in the
project. We emailed our holiday club families to ask who would be interested in receiving
a bag and we started with 7 families in Ferryden and Lunan.
I delivered these first bags in October 2020. They contained
Autumn activities like a kit to make a pine cone bird feeder,
seeds and cotton wool to grow cress in an egg box and
ideas for making a collage from Autumn leaves. There was
a prayer and a link to the Bible story and some relevant
songs.
The bags were well received and plainly talked about in the
community because another 5 families requested bags the
following month. Bags were produced and distributed each
month throughout Winter and Spring 2020/2021 with a break
during the Summer. The popularity of the bags grew over
that time with new families added to our list each month.
By the time the project restarted in September 2021, there were 21 families registered with
MS&F including 35 children. We have become full partners with Old and St Andrew’s and
are now involved in the planning, sourcing of materials, production and delivery of bags.
We now have a team of 4 with Helen Stark, Rosemary Nelson and Kirsty Elgin having joined
me. We have received lots of positive feedback from families including photos of smiling
children posing with their completed craft work.
The project will continue until the end of the year and be reviewed in January 2022.
Meanwhile, it is still a joy to knock on doors knowing that we are going to be met with
smiles when the door is opened and to hand over our bag of delights with our blessings.
Alison Duncan
Picture Puzzle - spot the link - go to page 7
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10:10 THE NEXT GENERATION
After 18 long months the 10:10 Club was happily able to open its doors again after the
October holidays. In the few weeks since then, numbers have steadily grown and we are
now standing at 17 enthusiastic members, mostly from Ferryden Primary and Montrose
Academy. We have a small core team of regular leaders plus a much-appreciated
wider group of occasional helpers who are at present attending once per term.
So far our activities have included a ‘classic 10:10 games’ night (something that has to
be experienced!), a game of Catchphrase organised by quiz master Jamie, drama,
table tennis, snooker- and we’ve only been running a few weeks!
Some of you will have attended our Open Night on 4th November where, courtesy of the
Alston’s, we had a bonfire, with full-sized Guy on top. We also had a fireworks display and
delicious home baking made by the club members with the help of a brave Ann Craig!
On that occasion we were joined by the Ferryden Brownies and their families which
made the event even more fun with around 70 local people attending in total.
Each week we have a ‘TFL’ which is our Thought for Life. In the past this has taken many
forms including discussions, videos, role play and often personal thoughts and reflections
from members, leaders and visitors. Almost all of our current young people are new to
the club- hence the ‘Next Generation’- so our focus for this session is very much about
getting to know each other. Leaders and young people are taking turns to tell the group
a bit about themselves and share something of what is important to them.
As the saying goes, ‘What the younger generation needs these days is a good listening
to!’ This is an important step in building what will hopefully be long lasting and supportive
relationships with the young folks and their families.
This has all been really encouraging and we hope and pray that the club goes from
strength to strength. We really appreciate the existing prayer support and would ask that
you continue to pray a blessing on all the families represented and the leaders too.
But how does this relate to our wider church? Through reflections and insights gained in
the Growing Young process the team have realised that our youth work in the past has
often run in parallel to our other church activities, and this is something that needs to be
addressed if we are indeed as a church to ‘grow young’.
So how can you help?
The young people and their families will only feel part of our wider church family if they
get to know us, and not just the 10:10 leaders. Here are a number of suggestions of how
you could be involved:
Attend open evenings- we are hoping, restrictions allowing, to hold events approximately
once per term where members’ families plus the wider church family can get together in
informal ways. Please make every effort to support these as they are unique
opportunities to help people on the fringes of our church feel welcome. If you do attend
and enjoy yourself then make sure to give us your positive feedback!
Become an occasional helper- even helping at the club once in a while will help the
young folks to make more connections with our church family. If you have a special
interest (eg crafts, sports, music) we will try to use your talents!
Birthday cards- would anyone like to volunteer to send a card to club members on their
birthdays on behalf of MS&F Church? Cards and stamps can be provided, but you’ll
need a good diary system!
Go out of your way to speak to any of the young folks and their families that attend
church events and ensure that resources and refreshments cater for all ages.
These are a few ideas but feel free to suggest others to any of the 10:10 leaders. We want
the young people’s work to be something everyone feels involved in and is blessed by.
Meg Cowan
6

TREASURE TROVE
A hoard of silver coins was found on the 3 October 1973 in Castle Street, Montrose, 3’N
of the E corner of Melville South Church. The 77 ‘pennies’ recovered have been
identified as English and Irish, dating back to the reigns of Edward I and Edward II. One
came from each of the reigns of King Alexander III and of Robert Bruce .Finally two of
the coins were French. The trove of silver had been contained in a leather satchel
which had disintegrated, and is estimated to have been deposited c 1322.
Details from CANMORE- the National Record of the Historic Environment

So just why are we preparing to excavate the basement of the Philos Community Hub ?
After all, Robert Burness’ men spent so much time in 1973 sieving the excavated soil of
the new hall’s foundations for more treasure that they had to be ordered back to work,
and the uncovered coins handed over to the police for safekeeping.
Are we expecting to discover some more secret treasure which was missed the first
time around?
It’s more mundane than that , but is just as exciting for all those using the halls.
As part of the ”Final Push” to complete the Philos Hub, plans have been finalised to
upgrade the Braoch Room, and more especially the original 1970s toilets.
A fibre-optic camera drain inspection was undertaken on November 18th which has
confirmed that we can create a wheelchair accessible
toilet, and a regular toilet by redirecting the existing drains.
Isn’t that something to get excited about ?
On the left is the evidence that we have a clear drain, with
enough access below ground level to allow a side branch
to be plumbed in. The necessary work has been approved
by the latest Kirk Session, so hopefully by the time you are
reading this article, the work will be well on the way to
completion, hopefully by
early January 2022.
If it is, then it will be due in large part to this trio of
suspicious characters, James, Raymond and Big Al,
who are seen inspecting the fibre optic images from
the survey.
They will then move on to carry out much needed
improvements to the Braoch Room, allowing it to
finally become the multi function resource for MS&F
church which everyone has desired for a long time.
As well as the longstanding Angus Foodbank, this will
be an ideal facility tor youth work, sited as we are
almost within sight of Southesk Primary and Montrose
Academy.
AND WHAT THEN?
The ’South Side Buildings Group’ comprising Geoff,
Pete and Mike Close are currently in the process of
producing proposals for the management of our
Ferryden buildings.
Whatever is decided, we will require all our members’
energies, as well as the money donated at the Giving
Day
to effectively upgrade whichever building is
chosen for retention. Watch this space.

s
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L to R - Al, Raymond and Jame
Inspecting the live feed.

Douglas Craig

WHERE TWO OR THREE ……
MS&F BOOK GROUPS
I guess most of us know Jesus' assurance that 'where two or three are gathered, there I
am in the midst'. People often quote it when they meet for prayer but it goes just as well
for simply talking together.
The grow groups / book groups are small groups meeting in someone's home, to discuss a
book, but also just to talk together. There's info below about the three groups that have
been running this year. I'll talk about the one I've been going to, the Wednesday evening
group. We've been reading Roy Godwin's The Grace Outpouring, about speaking
blessing into one another's lives.
Nobody's in charge and there's no structure to the conversation. We start with someone
commenting on what struck them in the chapter, and the conversation goes from there.
It ranges far and wide, but we keep coming back to something in the book that's struck a
chord. We start at 7.30 and try to stop on time at 9pm.
It's been chance to get beyond the 'hi, how are you doing' stage. Nothing reveals who
we are like what's printed on the coffee mugs. I can reveal that we've had Status Quo
mugs and Leeds United mugs, but beyond that my lips are sealed. Rock music and
football are matters of the soul, of course, but, at a deeper level still, we've been able to
talk about things that have hurt us, or have healed us, or changed how we understand
the gospel. It's been real. Sometimes in a small group, you can talk about things you
might not feel comfortable sharing in a bigger group or a more formal setting.
Sometimes it's just been three of us, and we've not managed every week so progress has
been slow but we're on the last chapter now. We don't know what we'll read next. But
then haven't we all spent the last year learning to live with uncertainty.
Wednesday evening, 7.30 to 9pm: contact Harry, Paul Brown, or Caroline Brown. We've
mostly met at either Harry's or Caroline's, so that's either side of the bridge, handy for
anyone around Rossie Island or Bridge Street.
Thursday morning, 11am, Ferryden: contact Edith Fraser or Anne Tulley.
Thursday evening, 7.30 to 9pm, north end of the town, contact Mike Close.
Harry Smart

This Christmas @ MS&F Church
Sunday 12 December 6.30 pm
Our “Light in the Darkness” service
(Further details on P.4)
Christmas Eve, Friday 24th December Candlelit Services
Family Service - 6.30 pm
Watchnight service -11.30pm
Saturday 25th December no service
Boxing Day - Sunday 26th December Family Service 11.00am
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